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Songs of Hope and Pride 

◊  
“Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children…[And] we 

will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like water and righteousness like a 
mighty stream…I have a dream…This is our hope. ”  

 
(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

 

 
 

If Not Now (based on Pirkei Avot 1:14) 

By Carrie Newcomer 
 

Refrain: If not now, tell me when (2x) 

We may never see this moment 

Or place in time again 

If not now, if not now, tell me when. 
 

I see sorrow and trouble in this land (2x) 

Although there will be struggle we'll make the change we can. 

If not now, if not now, tell me when. 

I may never see the promised land. (2x) 

And yet we'll take the journey 

And walk it hand in hand 

If not now, if not now, tell me when. 
 

Refrain 
 

So we'll work it 'til it's done, 

Every daughter every son, 

Every soul that ever longed for something better, something brighter. 
 

It will take a change of heart for this to mend. (2x) 

But miracles do happen every shining now and then 

If not now, if not now, tell me when? (2x) 
 

◊ V’im lo achshav, eimatai? ◊ 



◊ 
 

One Day  

By Matisyahu 
 

Sometimes I lay under the moon and thank God I’m breathing. 

Then I pray, “Don’t take me soon,” ‘cause I am here for a reason. 

Sometimes in my tears I drown, but I never let it get me down. 

So when negativity surrounds, I know some day it'll all turn around because; 

 

Refrain: All my life I've been waiting for,  

I've been praying for, 

For the people to say 

That we don't wanna fight no more 

There'll be no more wars, 

And our children will play. 

One day (6x) 
 

It's not about win or lose  

‘cause we all lose when they feed on the souls of the innocent; 

Truth and justice keep on moving though the waters stay raging 

And in this maze you can lose your way. 

It might drive you crazy, but don't let it faze you no way. 

Gotta hold on, livin’ life day by day 

Gotta hold on, put your focus on that one day 

Bayom hahu yih’yeh Adonai Echad! 
 

Refrain 
 

One day this all will change, treat people the same 

Stop with the violence, down with the hate, one day we'll all be free, 

And proud to be under the same sun, singing songs of freedom like: 

Mi chamocha ba-eilim Adonai? 

Mi kamocha ne’edar ba-kodesh? 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Till We Reach That Day (from Ragtime) 

By Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens 
 

There's a day of hope, may I live to see, 

when our hearts are happy and our souls are free. 

Let the new day dawn, oh, Lord, I pray: 

We'll never get to heaven till we reach that day. 

It's a day of peace. A day of pride. 

A day of justice we have been denied. 

When a man can live and a child can play. 

We'll never get to heaven till we reach that day. 
 

Let the new day dawn, oh, Lord... 

Why does nobody care? We have voices and souls! 

What is wrong with this country? She was somebody's child! 

Give the people a day of peace, a day of pride. 

A day of justice we have been denied. 

Let the new day dawn, oh, Lord, I pray: 

We'll never get to heaven till we reach that day. 
 

 
 

Make Them Hear You (from Ragtime) 

By Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens 
 

Go out and tell your story, let it echo far and wide. 

Make them hear you! (2x) 

How justice was your battle and how justice was denied 

Make them hear you! (2x) 

And say to those who blame you for the way you chose to fight, 

That sometimes there are battles which are more than black or white 

And one could not put down their sword when justice was their right 

Make them hear you! (2x) 

Go out and tell your story to all and everyone. 

Make them hear you! (2x) 

And tell them, "In our struggle, we were not the only ones." 

Make them hear you! (2x) 

Your sword could be a sermon or the power of the pen 

Teach every child to raise their voice and then my friends and then… 

Will justice be demanded by ten million righteous men? 

Make them hear you! 

When they hear you, I'll be near you, I’ll be with you. 



 
 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Text by James Weldon Johnson & Music by John Rosamund Johnson 
 

Lift every voice and sing, 

‘Til earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the listening skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
 

Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chastening rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our parents sighed? 

 
 

What a Wonderful World 

By George David Weiss and Bob Thiele 
 

I see trees of green, red roses too 

I see them bloom for me and you 

And I think to myself what a wonderful world 
 

I see skies of blue and clouds of white 

The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night 

And I think to myself what a wonderful world 
 

The colors of the rainbow so pretty in the sky 

Are also on the faces of people going by 

I see friends shaking hands saying “how do you do?” 

They're really saying “I love you.” 

 

I hear babies cry, I watch them grow 

They'll learn much more than I'll ever know 

And I think to myself what a wonderful world 



◊ ◊ ◊  
 

America The Beautiful 

Text by Katharine Lee Bates & Music by Samuel A. Ward 

 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain  

For purple mountain majesties, above the fruited plain  

America, America, God shed His grace on thee  

And crown thy good with humanhood, from sea to shining sea 

 

O beautiful for Pilgrim feet, whose stern impassioned stress  

A thoroughfare for freedom beat, across the wilderness  

America, America, God mend thine every flaw  

Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law 

 

O beautiful for patriot dream, that sees beyond the years  

Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears  

America, America, God shed His grace on thee  

And crown thy good with humanhood, from sea to shining sea! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


